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TREE CHATTER
Welcome to the winter edition of RSTW’s newsletter,
Tree Chatter. This marks the end of our work on the
UK-wide Red Squirrels United (RSU) project, which
we have been working on for the past 3 years.

create a new red squirrel group for Clocaenog forest,
monitor red squirrel populations both in Gwynedd and
on Anglesey and remove any grey squirrels that have
incurred on to Anglesey.

Red Squirrels United is the biggest ever national
coalition of organisations working together on red
squirrel conservation across the UK. It is funded by
EULIFE14 (LIFE14 NAT/UK/000467) and the Heritage
Lottery Fund www.redsquirrelsunited.org.uk

With thanks to dedicated volunteers and the local
community, RSTW will continue to keep Anglesey’s
red squirrel population safe. With the RSU funding
coming to an end, this job will inevitably become
harder to do.

Over the past 3 years the RSU project has helped us
to: train volunteers in red squirrel monitoring, grey
squirrel control and other skills, decreased the
population of grey squirrels on the mainland which in
turn has enabled the red squirrels to spread and
increase, complete red squirrel population
reinforcement in Clocaenog Forest,

Red Squirrels Trust Wales would really appreciate any
donations, however small, that you could make to help
us continue this important work. You can send
cheques to RSTW, Plas Newydd, Ynys Mon, LL86
6DQ or make a donation on our website
(http://www.redsquirrels.info/) via Shop, Donate, or
become a member via shop, gifts, membership.

The Clocaenog Forest project is making the most
out of the latest technology to detect red squirrels.
Nine Remote Frequency ID feeder boxes (RFIDs)
have been donated to the project from Denbighshire
County Council, Cofnod and Natural Resources
Wales.
The units give us valuable data regarding the released
red squirrels as well as one wild squirrel that was
microchipped. The chips used are the same as the
ones as for domestic pets. Each unique-numbered
chip is implanted near the shoulder. The RFID’s work
by reading the chip as the animal enters for food, via a
coil in the lid. A radio frequency signal that powers the
chip then sends an individual ID signal back to the
RFID.
Because the chip is so tiny it does not have enough
power to radiate the signal very far consequently we
are not getting as many positive reads as we
should. The manufacturer has produced new software
and an improved coil that should be fitted to our RFIDs
shortly. We also hope to be trialling two new RFIDs
that incorporate a weighing device, if they work well
we should gain information about individuals health
and even tentative pregnancy diagnosis.

Welsh Red Squirrels need your help!
Janet Jenkins (CRST member)
RSTW and Clocaenog Red Squirrel Trust (CRST) are volunteer-led organisations which
have been formed to safeguard our native red squirrel populations. Our aims are to
bolster the existing native red squirrel population which remains fragile, via a range of
conservation measures.
Volunteers have been active in a huge variety of practical tasks in Clocaenog forest,
Gwynedd and on the Isle of Anglesey. These include monitoring the existing population
of reds; assisting the reinforcement programme as well as grey squirrel control.
Awareness raising is also very important so other activities such as running stalls at
local shows and environmental events are high on our agenda as well as giving talks to
community groups and visiting schools.
We are certainly very keen to recruit new volunteers and, whatever your skills and
interests are, there will be a place for you within RSTW and CRST. It’s a great opportunity
to meet new people, do something positive for the wildlife on our doorstep and help
ensure the future of red squirrels. Please get in touch via our websites
www.redsquirrel.info and www.clocaenog-rst.org or Facebook page: ‘Red squirrels in
wales’ and ClocaenogRST

Red Squirrel Population Reinforcement, Clocaenog
Forest
Both phases of reinforcement for red squirrel population in
Clocaenog Forest have been successful. Since October
2017 we have brought in 18 captive-bred red squirrels
plus four wild-caught which were trapped under licence
from Pentraeth Forest, Anglesey (part of the Welsh
Government Woodland Estate) that was scheduled to be
cleared due to a health and safety hazard caused by
wind-thrown trees.
Photographic evidence from trail cameras includes a
known individual female carrying what is likely to be
nesting material; juveniles; and pregnant females so we
know that there has been some recruitment to the
population. The regular visits volunteers make to the
cameras to swap SD cards followed by hours spent
trawling through images and videos has been crucial to
gaining this evidence and no words can say how much
their dedication is appreciated.
As the RSU project draws to a close for Clocaenog
Forest, it’s over to Clocaenog Red Squirrels Trust
community group to continue the conservation effort. We
may be entering a third phase of reinforcement to ensure
a robust enough population to withstand all the threats
against them.

Red Boat Ice Cream and ‘An Evening with Iolo Williams’ raise
Important funds for Red Squirrels Trust Wales!
During Red Squirrel Awareness week, Red Squirrels Trust Wales hosted an evening with
Iolo Williams at the Pontio Arts and Innovation Centre in Bangor. We had talks from Holly
Peek, Red Squirrel Ranger, Dr Cathleen Thomas (RSPB Hen Harrier project) and Iolo
Williams. It was a very successful night with just over £2500 raised for red squirrel
conservation. Thank to everyone who took part in this event, particularly to the local
businesses who donated some brilliant raffle prizes!
Over the past year Red Boat Ice
Cream Parlour in Beaumaris have
been selling a charity ice cream to
raise funds for Red Squirrels Trust
Wales. The ice cream, Hazelnut
crunch, was very popular with
tourist and locals alike resulting in
Red Boat raising just over £1000
for red squirrel conservation!
Thank you very much Red Boat!!

If you enjoyed the evening with
Iolo Williams, or if you didn’t get
chance to join us, there is
another opportunity for you to
see the man himself! Iolo will be
doing a talk in aid of Red
Squirrels Trust Wales on the 14th
January in Hawarden. For tickets
please visit Eventbrite and
search ‘Iolo Williams’.

Community spirit helps to monitor red squirrel population
Due to efforts to safeguard the red squirrel on Anglesey,
members of the public are now regularly seeing red squirrels in
their gardens with owners giving names to ‘their’ squirrels and
becoming worried if they don’t see particular squirrels for a few
days. Most of the squirrels are the best fed squirrels in the world
with a choice of hazelnuts, sunflowers seeds, strawberries,
cobnuts and even deer antler being left out for them!
A huge thank you to everyone who registered their details with us
so we could map garden and woodland feeding of red squirrels
on Anglesey. The map shows 223 locations where local people
are ready to report sick red squirrels or sightings of grey squirrels.
This allows early detection of pathogenic infections and also of
any future grey presence. If you would like to be added to the
database please email Craig.shuttleworth@RSST.org.uk with
your address and contact details.

Red Squirrel kittens Saved!
Kittens found on the forest floor near Amlwch
have been successfully weaned by Fay
Lomas from Owl Box Sanctuary. They have
now been moved into an outdoor enclosure,
which has been built in the vicinity where they
were found by Sarah and Rob. They are
currently learning the skills of a wild squirrel,
caching nuts, making dreys and swishing
their tails! Thanks to Fay, Rob and Sarah for
looking after these kittens and ensuring they
survive and thrive in their part of Anglesey.

Keeping up to date with Red Squirrels Trust Wales

Red Squirrels Trust Wales have an exciting pine marten project currently
taking place in Gwynedd, if you would like to learn more please like the
project on Facebook just search for ‘The Gwynedd Pine Marten Project’ or
visit www.pinemarten.net
If you would like to be kept up to date with everything red squirrel in North
Wales like us on facebook, just search for ‘Red Squirrels in Wales’, follow
us on twitter @RedSquirrelsinW or visit our website www.redsquirrel.info

GWYNEDD PINE MARTEN PROJECT
PINE MARTEN REINTRODUCTION, SURVEY AND MONITORING IN GWYNEDD

In March 2018 we found evidence of pine
marten in Arfon District, Gwynedd. Our
volunteers have been monitoring this
population using wildlife cameras across
the project area including in woodland in
the Ogwen valley. A Bangor University MSc
student investigated the response of local
red squirrels to the presence of this
arboreal predator and found that red
squirrels actually increased activity at
feeders assocaited with pine marten
activity.
We have established a growing network of
pine marten nest boxes which allow us to
collect data on distribution and, by
analysing scat, the diet of this small
predator. Working with the Welsh Mountain
Zoo, Wildwood Trust, New Forest Wildlife
Park and the University of Newcastle we
now have a project to release more animals
into the landscape. Working with APHA
labs we have helped develop new noninvasive techniques to assess viral
infections amongst captive and wild pine
martens.

We currently have 3 pine martens in soft release pens located
around upper Gwynedd. We are monitoring these captive bred
martens for natural behavior such as caching and nest building.
Once we are confident these animals are suitable for release we
will open a section of the enclosure so the animals are able to
come and go as they please.

If you are interested in volunteering for the
Gwynedd Pine Marten Project or would like
to report a sighting of a Pine Marten please
visit : www.pinemarten.net or find us on
facebook by searching ‘The Gwynedd Pine
Marten Project’.

