
 

Tree Chatter 
Red Squirrels Trust Wales Newsletter 

Successes! 
• Confirmed red squirrel 

sightings in Nant Peris, 
Llanberis and Rhyd Ddu. 

• Confirmed red squirrel 
sightings in Bethesda, including 
the first young to be born there 
for over 50 years.  

• Numerous confirmed sightings 
of Red Squirrels around 
Bangor, reaching as far as 
Penrhyn Castle. 

• Red squirrels appearing on 
camera traps throughout 
Clocaenog forest, particularly 
in the Alwens section.  

• Unconfirmed sighting 
Clocaenog Forest, south. 

Please report your red 
squirrel sightings to 

http://www.redsquirrels.i
nfo/submit-a-sighting/ or 

on our Facebook page 
‘Red Squirrels in Wales’ 

 

 National Red Squirrel Project Success 
Red Squirrels Trust Wales (RSTW) are proud to contribute to a national red squirrel 

conservation project: Red Squirrels United. As we reach the halfway mark we are 
excited to see our red squirrels being found in new places and reaching as far as Nant 

Peris. Funding from the National Lottery and EU LIFE fund has enabled us to 
empowered local communities to become actively involved in regional red squirrel 

conservation and control of the non-native, invasive grey squirrel. 

RSTW are working to eradicate grey squirrels from 165 square kilometres of lowland 
woodland and mountain valley habitats in Gwynedd, with the aim of preventing grey 
squirrels from recolonizing Anglesey and creating opportunities for the new mainland 
red squirrel population to expand. RSTW has employed a part time contractor to co-

ordinate volunteers in and around Clocaenog Forest near Ruthin, NE Wales. The 
contractor works closely with Natural Resources Wales who manage the forest where a 

small remnant red squirrel population exists.  

Save the Date! 
Llyn Brenig 
Christmas Fair: 
17.12.17 
Go on a red squirrel 
trail and learn how you 

can help the local reds. 

© Honey Tolman 

RSU Knowledge 
Fair 
24 &25.03.18 
Tickets will be 
available at 
www.redsquirrelsunite

d.org.uk 
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Volunteering 
Would you like to help RSTW to save red squirrels in 

North Wales?  

We have many roles available including: red squirrel 
monitoring, grey squirrel control, fundraising and events. 

For information regarding Anglesey and Gwynedd contact 
hollyredsquirrel@gmail.com and for Clocaenog Forest 

contact beckyredsquirrel@gmail.com  

Snowdonia Reds 

Pellentesque fermentum, eros quis feugiat placerat, 
nibh diam malesuada ante, id semper mi dolor sit amet 
risus. Aliquam urna sem, blandit a, tempor id, volutpat 
sed, elit.  

© William Humphreys 

© Paul Harry  © Honey Tolman 

© Mark Hadcock 

 Red Squirrel sightings within Snowdonia national park are on 
the increase since grey squirrel control has intensified in the 
area. Sightings in Braichmelyn, Nant Peris, Llanberis and 
Rhyd Ddu are very exciting steps for RSTW. Our patron Iolo 
Williams popped round with Aden production to talk to red 
squirrel ranger Holly and to film the red squirrels for a 
programme out in the New Year on the BBC called 
Snowdonia. 

Sed lectus 

Clocaenog Red Squirrels… 

Red Squirrel ranger Becky Clews-
Roberts and her team of dedicated 
volunteers are working to safeguard Clocaenog’s red squirrels. 
Occasional images of reds occur on the 35 cameras placed 
throughout the forest. This indicates presence/absence only but 
we know that the population is low. Our ongoing aim is to 
reduce the number of greys in the area to give the few reds a 
chance to gain a foothold. It’s a slog but we’re 
not afraid of a challenge! 

Do you feed red squirrels in North Wales? 
RSTW are collecting a list of people who feed red 

squirrels. The aim of this is to create an early warning 
data base, so we can contact you if there is an outbreak 

of disease and advise how you can best look after your 
reds. This proved invaluable during the recent outbreak 

of squirrel pox and may have helped reduce its spread, 
protecting our population. If you would like to be put on 

the data base please contact hollyredsquirrel@gmail.com. 
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Why I volunteer for Red Squirrels Trust Wales… 
Written by Janet Watkin, RSTW volunteer for Gwynedd.  

21

 

I first became interested in the work of Red Squirrel Trust Wales (RSTW) following a talk given by Dr Craig Shuttleworth 
RSTW at Bangor University. Until then I had not fully appreciated the success of the work on Anglesey to re-establish the Red 
Squirrel population or the local grey squirrel control aspect of the project. 

Following the talk I was added to the ‘Red Squirrels in Wales’ Facebook page and signed up for a RSTW workshop that 
focussed on red squirrel conservation and grey squirrel control. My motivation in attending was to gain more information 
about the reintroduction of red squirrels and to volunteer with the conservation work. I had not anticipated that I would get 
involved with grey squirrel control. 

At the workshop information was presented with emphasis on sound scientific research, this made it clear to me that successful 
red squirrel conservation could not occur without grey squirrel control. Several methods of control used in the past and in other 
parts of the world were explained. The status of the grey as an invasive species and the legal aspects of trapping and release 
were outlined. All the information presented made me realise that I could not make an informed decision about all aspects of 
the project unless I observed grey squirrel control first hand. With some apprehension, I therefore decided to shadow Craig on 
the grey control walk, along with other participants in the workshop. Here we had the opportunity to witness grey control and 
to discuss practical aspects of the process. There was particular emphasis on ensuring that the process is humane and respectful 
to the animals throughout. After the workshop I reflected on how grey squirrels had been affecting the local area. I had noticed 
that recently there was far less activity of greys, less damage to crops, trees and property including vehicles. This, I now 
realise, was due to on going grey squirrel control in the locality. Shooting, in my view, is a humane option but only in capable 
and experienced hands.  

I decided to volunteer to control grey squirrels and monitor a camera trap. My decision was influenced by the level headed 
explanation based on sound scientific evidence of why control of grey squirrels is a necessity if red squirrel conservation is to 
succeed. The method used by RSTW and their volunteers is quick and humane. I did not make my decision lightly and would 
not have volunteered if I was not confident in being able to dispatch a grey humanely. There was absolutely no pressure to get 
involved with grey control and excellent support from RSTW staff is always available. 

Although I have only recently seen a red squirrel for the first time (not in the local area) I feel that getting involved in a project 
that helps a native species is important to restore a balance to the ecology of local wildlife. I am more aware of local wildlife 
activity and in some way can contribute to the success of the project. 

Although I chose to volunteer to take part in grey squirrel control I would be delighted if my services were no longer needed. 
This is only likely to happen if advances in other methods of control occur, for example eliminating the risk of by-catch when 
using lethal trapping or controlling the grey population biologically (contraceptives). In the meantime I will continue to 
volunteer and hope to see red squirrels in the area before long. 
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I	first	heard	about	the	red	squirrel	project	in	the	Clocaenog	Forest	from	the	regular	emails	I	receive	from	Len	at	
Sustainable	Denbighshire.	Over	the	years	there	have	often	been	nuggets	of	gold	in	these	emails	and	so	this	one	
proved	to	have.	I	knew	of	the	success	that	a	similar	initiative	had	on	Anglesey,	from	my	daughter,	but	that	had	been	
too	far	away	for	my	involvement.	This	one	is	right	on	my	doorstep	so	I	couldn’t	wait	to	attend	the	first	training	day.		
The	morning	was	fascinating	and	short	illustrated	talks	were	clearly	delivered	by	knowledgeable	and	animated	
speakers	giving	me	an	even	greater	desire	to	get	stuck	in	to	the	practical	workshop	of	the	afternoon.	Initially,	I	was	
disappointed	that	the	monitoring	and	recording	session	was	essentially	full.	However,	it	had	become	clear	that	the	
most	effective	way	of	encouraging	the	red	squirrel	is	grey	squirrel	control	and,	whilst	none	of	us	want	to	kill	a	living	
being,	the	two	can’t	live	side	by	side.	I	went	along	to	the	Grey	Squirrel	control	workshop,	received	expert	tuition	on	
how	to	humanely	dispatch	a	grey	and	left	with	two	traps.	In	the	following	days	Becky,	seemingly	always	happy	to	
swiftly	respond	to	my	emails,	allocated	me	a	local	wood.	I	contacted	the	willing	landowner,	collected	bait,	set	the	
traps	and	checked	them	daily.	So	far,	no	success	but	I	am	not	deterred	and	will	join	a	small	group	in	the	coming	days	
to	try	a	different	wood.		
Since	my	first	training	day	I	have	attended	a	second,	when	I	did	join	the	monitoring	and	recording	workshop	in	
Clocaenog.	This	was	another	practical	and	fascinating	session	where	I	learnt	a	lot	despite	the	gloom	and	sleet	in	the	
forest.	In	addition,	I	gladly	accepted	a	subsequent	invitation	to	join	a	workshop	on	Anglesey	to	increase	my	
awareness	of	signs	of	red	squirrel	activity.	This	was	a	wonderful	sunny	day	in	superb	surroundings	with	Reds	around	
us	and	lots	of	time	to	pose	questions	to	the	project	staff.	(Holly	even	made	cake!)	It	is	great	to	be	out	and	about	in	
all	weathers	with	a	diverse	group	of	people	who	all	have	the	same	purpose	and	are	so	keen	to	share	their	
knowledge	of	the	environment.		
From	receiving	that	initial	email	I	can’t	believe	that	I	have	been	offered	so many	opportunities	in	such	a	short	space	
of	time	and	I	am	really	looking forward	to	continuing	and	building	on	this						
and	to	maybe	one	day	know for sure	that	red	squirrel	numbers	are	growing	
in	my	local	area. 

 Squirrel Pox Update  

What can you do? 
Please report any sick, dead or injured red squirrels to Dr. 
Craig Shuttleworth on craig.shuttleworth@rsst.org.uk 
(07966150847) or Holly Peek on hollyredsquirrel@gmail.com 
(07397953543). You should also clean feeder boxes and bird 
feeders that red squirrels use to prevent the spread of disease.  Pox cases from Formby 

Why I volunteer for Red Squirrels Trust Wales… 
Written by Janet Jenkins, RSTW volunteer for Clocaenog Forest.  

RSTW arranged for tests to be carried out on Three deceased 
red squirrels picked up on the mainland and all were confirmed 
to have died from squirrel pox virus. These were in Treborth 
Botanical Gardens and on the Faenol Estate near Bangor. This 
is very worrying for both the mainland and Anglesey 
population as it has the potential to wipe out 95% of red 
squirrels in the area. We have not yet had any cases on 
Anglesey, a suspected case (see photo) turned out to be 
Staphylococcus infection. However, we have had another 
suspected case within the Faenol estate, meaning the pox virus 
is still present, so we must remain vigilant. 

Diolch yn fawr iawn Gareth Jones, Eilir Evans and Ann Evans who voluntarily translated 
this newsletter!  


