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In This Issue Local initiatives and local support lead to local success  

RED SQUIRRELS TRUST WALES
Red squirrel conservation on  
Anglesey stands poised for the 
next exciting phase, enabled  
by the very timely grant from HLF  
in August 2011 – made possible 
through the benefaction of all our  
members, and many individual and  
organisational donors. To all of you 
we would like to say a big thank you.  
With your help we have managed 
to save the native red squirrel from  
extinction on Anglesey. 
We can happily report that it is  
increasing both numerically and geo-
graphically – red squirrels are now 
seen in diverse environments 

Protection and Biodiversity
BASC is the UK’s largest shooting organisation, with 130,000 members. Our prime 
interests are to safeguard shooting sports and to maximise shooting’s value for  
nature conservation. Managing land for game, waterfowl, deer and wildlife, means 
that shooters represent one of the largest forces for protecting habitat and the  
wildlife it supports. With over two thirds of the rural land area shot over, and  
shooters spending over £250 million on conservation each year, those who practise 
shooting sports are key partners for biodiversity conservation.

Green Shoots
In July 2000, BASC launched Green Shoots – The Contribution of Shooting  
to Biodiversity in the UK, in the Palace of Westminster, to show how BASC  

(Continued on page 2)

both on Anglesey and in Gwynedd.  
We believe that our vision of making  
Anglesey a red squirrel reserve has 
been realized; and we hope the  
Anglesey red squirrel project will serve  
other conservation efforts as an  
exemplar of local initiative and local  
support culminating in local success. 

(Continued on page 5)
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“Following my original encounter with 
the red, I drew this 'Tuftyesque  
caricature' to accompany an article in 
an issue of the local  Papur Menai.”

Marc Rees Jones
www.engan.biz

Papur Menai  is the local community news 
paper for Anglesey’s  Glan Menai area, from 
Llanddona to Brynsiencyn.
The first issue was in October 1976.

Professor John Hughes, Vice 
Chancellor of Bangor University,  
opens the coastal footpath at 
Treborth Botanic Gardens, where 
red squirrels can be seen.

http://www.redsquirrels.info/

Red Squirrels Trust Wales continued from page one

You would also have noticed the singular and sound scientific base of our Anglesey red squirrel project – it 
has the best database of red and grey squirrels statistics, which will help us in studying the genetics,  
diseases and distributions of the animals in a systematic way.  

This is entirely due to Dr Craig Shuttleworth’s methodology of leading the  
project; not surprisingly, his scientific advice is sought by Red Squirrel  
Survival Trust and the European Squirrel Initiative and others engaged in red 
squirrel conservation. The media also seeks his opinion on red squirrel issues: 
the BBC interviewed him earlier this year, when Panorama chose red squirrel 
conservation on Anglesey as a case study for the rare distinction of achieving 
the target in the UN year of Biodiversity in 2010. 
What next? 
We have engaged a team of skilled and dedicated staff and volunteers to 
take the project forward. New re-introductions of red squirrels are planned,  
including in the Dingle in Llangefni. Steps are taken to safeguard red squirrels 
from road deaths via ‘rope bridges’, and by raising public awareness; and the in-
imical presence of grey squirrels in the coastal woodlands of Gwynedd.   We can 
allow ourselves to visualise a time when conditions and resources will enable 
red squirrels to be prevalent in diverse habitats in all of Wales. In anticipation 
of that time, we have chosen to re-brand the Project: Red Squirrels Trust Wales. 
With your help we believe we can do it. 

Raj Jones
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PHILIP SNOW

Paintings, Illustrations  
& Prints
 
(Donation from sales  
of any squirrel  
artworks to RSTWales)

Oriel Ynys Môn,  
Llangefni, Anglesey, 
N Wales, LL77 7TQ
11 October, 2011  
to  6 February, 2012

Tel: 01407 840 512 
 
www.snowartandbooks.co.uk  

Charles the orphaned red squirrel kitten 
©Sarah McNeil

Sarah with `Charles` the orphaned red  
squirrel, named after HRH The Prince of 
Wales. ©Hagen Moss

Sarah releasing `Lulu` the orphaned red 
squirrel, named after Robin Page`s wife.   
© Jerry Moss

I am lucky enough to live in the 
heart of the Eden valley where 
red squirrels still adorn the  
Cumbrian landscape. 
As a member of the Penrith and  
District Red Squirrel Group, 
and the partner of a red  

squirrel ranger, I am bound to  
encouter the odd Squirrel Nutkin! 
 
Orphaned Reds
I am one of many volunteers who 
are doing their bit for the native red  
squirrel. As well as my fundraising  
efforts for the cause, I am privileged to 
care for any orphaned reds that come 
my way. I normally keep them in a  
quiet area of my home where I feed 
them little and often, as too much 
food in one sitting could kill them.  
The kittens are fed on  
replacement milk that is high in both 
protein and fat. I usually donate my  
latest fleece hat, which they  
immediately crawl into and claim!  
They then nestle inside the natural  
bedding that becomes their drey.  

Calm routine
Commitment and a strict routine are 
vital in the early stages of hand rearing.  
A stress-free environment is  
essential, so I try not to handle them  
unnecessarily. Any sick or injured 

reds are immediately checked 
over by our local vet before  
coming into our care, and any with  
recurring health problems may  
stay longer.  The orphans are 
with us until they can fend for  
themselves, but whatever the 

challenge there’s never a dull  
moment! 
As the kits move on to solid 
foods such as nuts and fruit, 
I will begin to reduce the 
amount of milk as they are  
lapping water by then. In 
time, I transfer them to a 
larger cage where they can 
be more adventurous. Their 

next move will be out of the 
hallway of my home and into a  
spacious outdoor pen, where 
contents mimic a woodland  
setting. A feeder and nesting box 
will be erected within and will 
be helpful at the time of their  
release. It’s important not to  
disturb them at this point as 
we have noticed how wild they  
become if left alone. 

We’re free!
On the day of their release, the  
squirrels will be caught up and 
transported to a nearby wood-
land, along with their feeder and 
nesting box. After a quiet exit, they 
will be regularly monitored and  
supplementary feed will be  
offered.  

Wonderful
It’s such a wonderful feeling when 
you spot the now carefree squirrel 
you once held in your hands.  

Heart of the Valley... tales from Cumbria

Sarah McNeil 

http://www.snowartandbooks.co.uk


 

Red squirrels are enchanting  
creatures. Although they can often 
be elusive, the squirrels’ acrobatic 
grace (when the animals are finally 
seen), is a delightful experience.
They dance from branch to branch 
through the tree tops or bound 
across the woodland floor to bury 
nuts and seed. 

Dividend
An increasing number of visitors  
also come to Anglesey to enjoy the 
wonderful natural environment,  
and the red squirrel is a valuable  
addition to the wide spectrum of 
island habitats and species. 
Therefore, a socio-economic  

dividend is derived from the  
presence of a large and self- 
sustaining red squirrel population, 
as it are of value to the tourism  
industry and contributes to part of 
the island’s economy.

Future 
The Anglesey Red Squirrel  
Project is working closely with local  
business to market the  
opportunities for people to see 
red squirrels on the island. In 
the future, we hope to do the 
same with businesses on the 
Gwynedd side of the Straits,  
following increases in red  
squirrel numbers on the mainland.  
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Turning Red Squirrels Gold 
Local community support for species conservation is the engine driving forward our work on the island.  
When local people send in photographs of squirrels, they let us know about the places where red squirrels are 
seen, report road casualties, and become members of our group – support that is invaluable.

Where are the Reds?
Using grid references, we can plot the locations of evidence of red squirrels. When we do this, the shape of the 
island begins to take shape (if a little influenced by patterns of woodland cover).

Craig Shuttleworth 
07966 150 847
craig@redsquirrels.info
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responded to the challenge 
of the UK BAP. It aimed “to 
recognise, build upon and  
co-ordinate the shooting  
commnity’s considerable  
contribution to wildlife and  
biodiversity conservation.”   
Since its launch, Green Shoots has  
demonstrated how the shooting  
community can achieve biodiver-
sity targets in the wider countryside.  
This is precisely the area that  
statutory conservation agencies 
and NGOs find most difficult to 
reach and influence. However, these  
projects are not run in isolation: 
BASC believes in working with  
others, and all our proj-
ects benefit from strong  
partnerships with the public,  
private and voluntary sectors.

In the North
Green Shoots North Wales (GSNW) 
was launched in 2004, with a survey  
booklet sent to all BASC members  
requesting records of twenty-three  
species and nine habitats across 
the seven Local BAP areas of North 

Wales.  A full-time project officer  
was appointed in 2006; in 
2011, I took over as GSNW  
officer.  My post is funded by 
the Countryside Council for Wales,  
Environment Agency Wales, FWAG 
Cymru and BASC.

Objectives
The project has four key objectives:
• To create practical projects aimed  
at implementing national and local  
biodiversity action plans;
• To manage a mink raft control 
network with the Environment 
Agency and other partners;
• To use the Biodiversity Action  
Reporting System(BARS) to hold 
and share information about the 
project; and
• To gather additional records for the 
North Wales Local Records Centre,  
COFNOD.

One of the main strands of my work 
for 2011 to 2013 is to encourage the  
control of grey squirrels to benefit 
red squirrel populations,  
particularly in the hot spots 

of Clocaenog Forest, work-
ing with FCW and CCW, and  
on the mainland side of the  
Menai Straits to protect the reds 
from Anglesey that cross the 
bridges to the mainland and back.  
In both areas, I am gathering  
information from BASC members 
(and any other land managers) on 
the level of grey control they are  
carrying out, and the methods 
used. This is done to find out 
whether the level of control is  
sufficient and find where there 
may be gaps where BASC  
members could help out by  
carrying out control on behalf of 
landowners.
I’d be interested to hear 
from any BASC member 
who is carrying out grey  
control, or who isn’t a BASC 
member at present but who’d 
like to help out with the work, 
particularly on the mainland 
side of the Menai Straits.  

Protection and Biodiversity continued from front page

Did you know? Red Squirrel miscellany 

Green Shoots Project / Audrey Watson:  
audrey.watson@basc.org.uk 
07739 499800

The live webcam is here:
http://www.redsquirrels.info/squirrelcam.html

It was in the closing years of the last 
century that Judith Moss and Dr Raj 

Jones set up the Friends of the Anglesey Red 
Squirrels - the year was 1998

Scientific name: Sciurus vulgaris

Rank: Species

Common names: Eurasian red squirrel

The average size of a red squirrel is 19-23 cm, head 
to body with an average tail length of 15-20 cm.
Red Squirrels weigh between 270 and 350g

August 2011 saw a record  

numbers of red squirrel sightings

http://www.basc.org.uk/en/conservation/green-shoots/
http://www.redsquirrels.info/squirrelcam.html


David Morrison
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WALES: Nest box and 
feeder construction 
workshops, tree planting 
at Clyddyn and wood-
land animal workshops. 
Branwen Hughes, Red 
Squirrel Conservation 
Ranger.  

CUMBRIA: Planning WRSS 
stalls at countryside 
events across the area, 
starting with Damson 
Day in April, 2012. 

Check our website for 
more events:  
www.redsquirrels.info

Calendar Seen a squirrel? 
Don’t keep it to 
yourself!

Contributors

Contact Us

In 2006,  Craig asked me, as woodman 
at Henllys, to consider introducing red  
squirrels into our woodland. 
He explained this would be an  
interesting experiment as reds had 
not been released into a broad-leaf  
woodland. I obtained approval from my  
employers, The Holiday Property Bond, 
who are supportive of the idea.
We constructed two enclosures, and 
Craig brought four males and two  
females from breeders in Kent and  
Norfolk. There was an unfortunate early 
male fatality, but the remaining five 
were in the enclosure for six to eight 
weeks, and then released. 
The enclosures were left open for them 
to return to feed or nest, and several 
nesting boxes and feeders were put in 
area trees. For some time, the squirrels 
were regularly seen in the enclosures, 
but rarely spotted outside, although 
they spent most of their time outside.
Craig trained a camera on a feeder, and 
connected it to the internet; the feeder 
can be seen on the FOAS website – click 

on ‘squirrel webcam’. (If the image is not seen, press F5). We have also  
connected the pictures through the televisions of 90 Holiday  
Property Bond apartments, and visitors have watched red squirrels – 
many for the first time. A camera that operates on movement
provided excellent DVDs. 
In 2011, the squirrels were breeding well, and seen in  
Beaumaris, Glyn Garth, Menai Bridge, and Llangoed; they spread  
further afield every year.
We have taken care they are well fed, using a mixture of large  
sunflower seeds and their favourite hazel nuts. During the summer 
months, it is common to see young ones on the feeders, which is  
always very satisfying. In the autumn, the feeders are emptied much  
quicker as some of the older animals reappear and stock up  
for winter. In the winter months, red squirrels are often only  
active for short periods each day, but with a regular food  
supply they can be very active. They have been spotted in the snow. 
The introduction of these wonderful creatures has  
given us fantastic pleasure and satisfaction. The experiment of  
releasing them into a broad-leaf woodland can definitely be 
successful as long as they are helped with appropriate feed,  
allowing them to spread into other areas of natural food. 
We hope more people will see these beautiful creatures in Anglesey 
for many years to come.

Reds at Henllys

A Success Story

We’re always keen to hear 
about any red or grey  
squirrel sightings in  
Anglesey, or Gwynedd. 

If red squirrels visit your  
garden or bird table, please 
let us know - and send us 
your photographs, too!
Email: mail@redsquirrels.info

Injured/sick squirrel?
07966 150 847 (24 hrs)
Dead red squirrel?
07966 150 847 (24 hrs)

http://www.redsquirrels.info/
mail@redsquirrels.info

