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Plans to protect red squirrels

Conservationists have
come up with a plan to
prevent the decline of the
red squirrel in Scotland.

Twenty-five refuges are being
created in large coniferous
plantations, a habitat which is
disliked by the rival grey

squirrel. 8 BE
Efforts are being made to protect red

squirrels
The plan was worked up by
the Scottish Squirrel Group, which includes the Forestry
Commission, Scottish Natural Heritage and other bodies.

In the last 50 years the species has experienced a widespread
decline.

The new strategy aims to improve habitat, establish a local
squirrel group network and maintain a national database of
records.

Mammals specialist at Scottish
Natural Heritage, Mairi Cole,
said: "Red squirrels in
Scotland continue to be
threatened, particularly by
development, woodland
management and competition
from the grey squirrel.

"This strategy will help us to
focus on areas where we can
maximise our efforts to
protect this endangered species and sets out clear ways of
working with foresters and other groups which can help red
squirrels survive."

The grey squirrel is among the threats
to the red squirrel

Despite their high profile, red squirrels are under-recorded in a

large part of the country, but it is known that about 75%
(121,000 animals) of the UK population, are based in
Scotland.

Forestry Commission Scotland conservator, Alex Morris, said:
"The contribution that foresters and landowners continue to
make to managing the woodland habitat to favour red
squirrels, and also controlling competing grey squirrels in

woodlands, is crucial to the long-term future of red squirrels in

http://news.bbc.co.uk//hi/scotland/3497855.stm (1 of 2)18/08/2005 23:57:29

WATCH AND LISTEN

BBC Scotland's Alan Grant
"Protecting their habitat has
become a priority"

SEE ALSO:
¥ Virus threatens UK's red squirrels
07 Mar 03 | Science/Nature
» Refuge offers red squirrels hope
03 Feb 04 | Science/Nature
» Squirrel survival plea
29 May 03 | Scotland

RELATED INTERNET LINKS:
» Scottish Natural Heritage

» Forestry Commission Scotland

The BBC is not responsible for the
content of external internet sites

TOP SCOTLAND STORIES NOW

» Lockerbie evidence is re-examined

» Workers protest against pay cuts
» Lawyer in ‘legalise drugs' call
» Dairy farmers stage milk protest

LEEH | what is RSS?
TOP UK STORIES NOW

» Met ‘resisted Tube death probe’

* ‘Modest' rise in A-level passes
» Three questioned in rape inquiry
» Eye cancer embryo check allowed

LS | what is RSS?


http://news.bbc.co.uk/text_only.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/accessibility/accesskeys/keys.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/tv
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio
http://www.bbc.co.uk/talk
http://www.bbc.co.uk/whereilive
http://www.bbc.co.uk/a-z/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/low/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/bsp/hi/change_edition/html/change-edition.stm?http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/3497855.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/newswatch/ukfs/hi/feedback/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/help/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/help/3681938.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/northern_ireland/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/wales/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/technology/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/entertainment/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/talking_point/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/magazine/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_pictures/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/week_at-a-glance/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/country_profiles/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_depth/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport1/hi/default.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather
http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/default.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/onthisday
http://news.bbc.co.uk/newswatch/ukfs/hi/default.stm
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/email/news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/3497855.stm
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/email/news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/3497855.stm
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/print/news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/3497855.stm
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/print/news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/3497855.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/media/video/39875000/rm/_39875363_cutsquirrels_vi.ram
http://news.bbc.co.uk/media/video/39875000/rm/_39875363_cutsquirrels_vi.ram
http://news.bbc.co.uk/media/video/39875000/rm/_39875363_cutsquirrels_vi.ram
http://news.bbc.co.uk/media/video/39875000/rm/_39875363_cutsquirrels_vi.ram
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/2829015.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/3452543.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/2946194.stm
http://www.snh.org.uk/
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/HCOU-4U4J33
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/4164422.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/4164562.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/4164598.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/4160832.stm
http://newsrss.bbc.co.uk/rss/newsonline_uk_edition/scotland/rss.xml
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/help/3223484.stm?rss=/rss/newsonline_uk_edition/scotland/rss.xml
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/4163568.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/4160594.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/northamptonshire/4162168.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/4163258.stm
http://newsrss.bbc.co.uk/rss/newsonline_uk_edition/uk/rss.xml
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/help/3223484.stm?rss=/rss/newsonline_uk_edition/uk/rss.xml

BBC NEWS | Scotland | Plans to protect red squirrels

Scotland.

"The strategy moves us in the direction of identifying where
such work is going to be most effective and should engender
even more close working between forest managers and local
groups to conserve these important red squirrel populations.”
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